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Intro:

I Corinthians 2:14-15ICB 13When we speak, we do not use words taught to us by the wisdom that men have. We use words taught to us by the Spirit. We use spiritual words to explain spiritual things. 14A person who is not spiritual does not accept the gifts that come from the Spirit of God. That person thinks they are foolish. He cannot understand the Spirit’s gifts, because they can only be judged spiritually. 

See I Corinthians 12:8-11ICB and Romans 12  (gifts of Spirit listed)




I. GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT ARE GIVEN TO BRING THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS TO UNBELIEVERS

Acts 2:38-41ICB 38Peter said to them, “Change your hearts and lives and be baptized, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39This promise is for you. It is also for your children and for all who are far away. It is for everyone the Lord our God calls to himself.”  40Peter warned them with many other words. He begged them, “Save yourselves from the evil of today’s people!” 41Then those people who accepted what Peter said were baptized. About 3,000 people were added to the number of believers that day.

(As well as the whole book of Acts)



II. GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT ARE ALSO GIVEN TO ENCOURAGE, STRENGTHEN AND COMFORT BELIEVERS

I Corinthians 12:4-7ICB 4There are different kinds of gifts; but they are all from the same Spirit. 5There are different ways to serve; but all these ways are from the same Lord. 6And there are different ways that God works in people; but all these ways are from the same God. God works in us all in everything we do. 7Something from the Spirit can be seen in each person, to help everyone.

(Also I Corinthians 12-14 and Romans 12)



III. GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT ARE NOT GIVEN TO BRING STATUS, POWER OR VALIDATION TO AN INDIVIDUAL USING THE GIFT

Acts 8:18-24ICB  18Simon saw that the Spirit was given to people when the apostles laid their hands on them. So he offered the apostles money. 19He said, “Give me also this power so that when I lay my hands on a person, he will receive the Holy Spirit.”  20Peter said to him, “You and your money should both be destroyed! You thought you could buy God’s gift with money. 21You cannot share with us in this work. Your heart is not right before God. 22Change your heart! Turn away from this evil thing you have done. Pray to the Lord. Maybe he will forgive you for thinking this. 23I see that you are full of bitter jealousy and ruled by sin.”
24Simon answered, “Both of you pray for me to the Lord. Pray that the things you have said will not happen to me!”
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