

Convincer But Not Accuser

Today we begin a new series we are calling “Our Advantage” talking about the Holy Spirit. We will spend the whole month exploring this third person of the trinity. As usual, I will be doing a 30,000 foot fly over and leave it up to Sandy to dig into the details of who He is and what role He plays in our Christian walk.
We’ll start with Jesus’ words to his disciples. He had been telling them that things were about to change. But it was important that they stick together and love each other. The road ahead would be too hard to travel alone. There would be more conflict and persecution because of the gospel. 
John 14:15-17 ERV - 15“If you love me, you will do what I command. 16I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper to be with you forever. 17The Helper is the Spirit of truth. The people of the world cannot accept him, because they don’t see him or know him. But you know him. He lives with you, and he will be in you.
This had to confuse these guys. How could they know someone that hadn’t come yet? Jesus said they know Him and He lives with them and He will be in them. 
Jesus goes on to say that he would be leaving soon, but to be encouraged because the Helper was coming.
John 16:7 NLT - 7But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to you.
The word Jesus used that we translate advocate is paraklétos which is a combination of two Greek words: 
Para: Means "beside" or "alongside".
Kaleo / Kletos: Means "to call" or "an invitation".
Literally: Someone who stands right next to you in a time of need.
Depending on the Bible version, English translators use words like Advocate, Counselor, Helper, or Comforter to capture its deep meaning.
Well, that sounds nice. We are getting a buddy to help us with the hard stuff. That’s true, but there was more in what Jesus said next.
John 16:8 NLT - 8And when he [Holy Spirit] comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and of the coming judgment.
Ouch, I liked that helper word better. Now Jesus is talking about conviction. This sounds like I am going to get chewed out. All my “stuff” is going to be exposed.
Well, that IS what He will do but for our own good. The Greek word translated "convict" (elenchō) means:
· to expose 
· to bring to light 
· to convince of wrongdoing 
· to bring a person to the point of recognizing the truth 
Sometimes there needs to be a little pain before the healing can start. Let me give you an illustration to explain.
Back in 1975, Judy and I were working to clear a piece of land we had purchased to build on. It was covered with thorny crab apple trees. She got a thorn in her leg and it was causing her a lot of pain. 
We were over at my parents’ house and my dad said it needed to come out or it would fester. He proceeded to take out his pocket knife and sat her down on a kitchen chair and started carefully cutting until he could get that thorn out.
The process was painful, but necessary. So let’s dig in a little bit and read more of what Jesus was saying.
Sin is like that. It needs to be cut out or it just festers and gets worse. The Holy Spirit is there to help with the operation. So let’s read more of what Jesus was saying.
1. The Holy Spirit Convicts
John 16:8–13 NLT - 8And when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and of the coming judgment. 9The world’s sin is that it refuses to believe in me. 10Righteousness is available because I go to the Father, and you will see me no more. 11Judgment will come because the ruler of this world has already been judged. 12“I have so much more to tell you, but it is too much for you to accept now. 13But when the Spirit of truth comes, he will lead you into all truth. He will not speak his own words. He will speak only what he hears and will tell you what will happen in the future.
Notice the purpose. Jesus says the Spirit convicts people:
· of sin because they refuse to believe in Christ (v.9), 
· of righteousness because Jesus goes to the Father (v.10), 
Christ's resurrection and ascension:
· prove His perfect righteousness
· demonstrates God's acceptance of His sacrifice
· and shifts faith from physical “doing” to the Spirit and “being.”
· of judgment because Satan has already been judged (v.11). 
The Spirit's conviction is therefore redemptive. It is intended to lead people to repentance and faith and righteousness.
1 John 1:9 NLT - 9But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.
The Spirit helps us to see our sin and our need for a savior. He then leads us to confess our sins and receive our cleansing. 
This is much different than what Satan does. He accuses and shames, rather than helping and guiding.
2. Satan Accuses
Revelation 12:10 NLT - 10Then I heard a loud voice shouting across the heavens, “It has come at last — salvation and power and the Kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters has been thrown down to earth — the one who accuses them before our God day and night. 
Scripture explicitly identifies Satan as the accuser.
Accuser is the Greek word kategoros (κατήγορος) which also means prosecutor.
It is also combination of two Greek words.
Kata: "down" or "against"
Agora: "market" or "meeting place"
Literally: A prosecutor, one who brings charges, one who condemns, "one who speaks against someone in the public assembly"
Satan's accusations are intended to condemn, shame, and destroy.
3. The Difference Between Conviction and Accusation
One helpful way to explain it is this:
	Holy Spirit's Conviction
	Satan's Accusation

	Specific
	Often vague

	Points to a particular sin
	Says, "You are a failure."

	Leads to repentance
	Leads to shame

	Draws us toward Christ
	Drives us away from Christ

	Offers hope and forgiveness
	Offers condemnation and despair



For example:
· Conviction says: "You spoke harshly to your spouse. Confess it and make it right."
· Accusation says: "You're a terrible Christian. God is done with you."
One identifies sinful behavior that can be forgiven; the other attacks a person's identity and leaves no path to restoration.
4. The Distinction
Paul writes:
Romans 8:1-2 ERV - 1So now anyone who is in Christ Jesus is not judged guilty. 2That is because in Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit that brings life made you free. It made you free from the law that brings sin and death.
The Holy Spirit certainly convicts believers of sin (John 16), but He does not condemn those who belong to Christ.
Paul explains this further in Romans 8:16:
Romans 8:16 ERV - 16And the Spirit himself speaks to our spirits and makes us sure that we are God’s children.
The Spirit's ministry is to assure believers of their relationship with the Father while also sanctifying them. Other passages show the Spirit's restorative work. The Spirit transforms character.
[bookmark: _GoBack]5. The Goal is Restoration
Other passages show the Spirit's restorative work:
The Spirit transforms character.
Galatians 5:16-17, 22–25 ERV - 16So I tell you, live the way the Spirit leads you. Then you will not do the evil things your sinful self wants. 17The sinful self wants what is against the Spirit, and the Spirit wants what is against the sinful self. They are always fighting against each other, so that you don’t do what you really want to do. … 22But the fruit that the Spirit produces in a person’s life is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these kinds of things. 24Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified their sinful self. They have given up their old selfish feelings and the evil things they wanted to do. 25We get our new life from the Spirit, so we should follow the Spirit.
The Spirit reassures us of our right standing with God. His work is always aimed at bringing us into greater conformity with Christ.
· The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin in order to lead us to repentance and restoration. 
· Satan accuses us in order to produce condemnation, shame, and despair.
The Spirit does confront sin, but He never does so as to drive believers away from Christ. Instead, He exposes sin so that we may confess it, receive forgiveness, and grow in holiness and draw closer to God. 
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