

I Messed Up

The Bible records 222 distinct written prayers across 31 books—176 in the Old Testament and 46 in the New Testament. Think of these prayers as Divine Face Time sessions with Almighty God Himself. This month we will look at some of these prayers and how they apply to us today.
All 150 psalms in the biblical Book of Psalms can be read, sung, or used as prayers, as the entire book functions as Israel’s ancient songbook and prayer book. David authored 73–75 psalms (half of the 150)
Today we’ll look at David’s prayer from Psalm 51. But first, let’s look at what led David to this prayer.
The whole story is laid out in 2 Samuel 11-12
· In the Spring when Kings go to war, David did not.
· David sees is Bathsheba bathing, invites her over
· Things happen and she ends up pregnant
· David sends for Uriah (her husband) to cover up his mess
· Uriah doesn’t go to her and David has him put in danger
· David takes her as his new wife
Nathan visits David
· The prophet Nathan tells the story of a rich & poor man
· David pronounces judgment “That man shall die”
· Nathan says “you are the man”
· David’s sins and lies come crashing down on him
I. Prayer for forgiveness
Psalm 51:1-4 ERV - 1God, be merciful to me because of your faithful love. Because of your great compassion, erase all the wrongs I have done. 2Scrub away my guilt. Wash me clean from my sin. 3I know I have done wrong. I remember that sin all the time. 4I did what you said is wrong.  You are the one I have sinned against. I say this so that people will know that I am wrong and you are right. What you decided is fair.
In Verse 4, David declares God a faithful. In Romans 3:4, Paul uses this verse to answer a question about human unfaithfulness versus God's faithfulness. He argues that even if every human being proves to be a liar or breaks faith, God remains completely true and righteous.
Continuing with verse 5
Psalm 51:5-9 ERV - 5I was born to do wrong, a sinner before I left my mother’s womb. 6You want me to be completely loyal, so put true wisdom deep inside of me. 7Remove my sin and make me pure. Wash me until I am whiter than snow! 8Let me hear sounds of joy and happiness again. Let the bones you crushed be happy again. 9Don’t look at my sins. Erase them all.

Our greatest need is God, our greatest problem is sin, and our only solution is God’s forgiveness. When we sin, our greatest need isn’t to cover it up, make excuses, or simply try to feel better by “getting it off our chest.” We won’t find freedom by denying our sin, rationalizing it, or blaming others. As long as we keep hiding or justifying our sin, we can’t truly be free. We pray to God for forgiveness, not because God is reluctant to forgive us, but because we recognize how completely we depend on His mercy. 
We don’t do penance or punish ourselves to atone for our sins. And we don’t try to cover them up. Like David, we bring our sin into the open and trust God’s promise to forgive His people. Name your sin specifically, confess it, and ask God for mercy. The enemy loves to use hidden sin against us. Take away his tools and toys.
Sin that is hidden cannot be forgiven. A man after God’s own heart will repent.
II. Prayer for restoration
Psalm 51:10-12 ERV - 10God, create a pure heart in me, and make my spirit strong again. 11Don’t push me away or take your Holy Spirit from me. 12Your help made me so happy. Give me that joy again. Make my spirit strong and ready to obey you. 
After praying for pardon, David asks God to restore him. True repentance seeks not only forgiveness but also restoration, transformation, and renewal.  It makes little sense to ask for forgiveness while planning to return to the same sin. A repentant person seeks forgiveness and restoration to God’s favor and to the many gifts that come with His salvation. 
David asks God to renew what his sin has damaged: a clean heart, a steadfast and willing spirit, the awareness of God’s presence, the Spirit’s grace, and joy. 
Sin is so grievous because it grieves God and damages our relationship with Him.
When we confess our sin and ask for forgiveness, we should also pray, as David did, for restoration and renewal. Ask God to give you a clean and sincere heart, make you willing and ready to obey, restore the joy of His salvation, and remind you of His constant presence. We can’t just bargain with God or buy our way out of sin. Sacrifices mean little when our hearts aren’t right with Him.
Notice, David didn’t say PATCH my heart, but create a NEW heart.
III. Prayer for obedience
Psalm 51:13 ERV - 13I will teach the guilty how you want them to live, and the sinners will come back to you. 
When we are restored, we have a new resolve. We’re forgiven and restored unto new obedience. David declared that when he found the forgiveness and restoration he sought, he would express his gratitude in the form of proclamation—heralding to others the good news of God’s grace that he himself had so richly experienced. 
John Calvin remarked,
“Those who have been mercifully recovered from their falls will feel inflamed by the common law of charity to extend a helping hand to their brethren.”
That 16th century language is strange, let’s break that down. Those who have been mercifully saved are filled with love and compassion to reach out to help to keep other from falling into the same trap or find the same forgiveness.
IV.	Resolve to praise the Lord
Psalm 51:14-17 ERV - 14God, spare me from the punishment of death. My God, you are the one who saves me! Let me sing about all the good things you do for me! 15My Lord, I will open my mouth and sing your praises! 16You don’t really want sacrifices, or I would give them to you. 17The sacrifice that God wants is a humble spirit. God, you will not turn away someone who comes with a humble heart and is willing to obey you. 
Finally, David offers spiritual sacrifices rather than relying on animal sacrifices. 
That may seem surprising, since God established the sacrificial system as a provision for sin. But David understood something many people under the law missed: they sometimes treated animal sacrifices as a payment that could secure God’s forgiveness and salvation. David knew that he had nothing he could offer God to earn forgiveness. He remained completely dependent on the Lord’s mercy and on the atonement God had promised.
God does not despise a broken spirit and a contrite heart; He welcomes them. When we come to Him this way, we acknowledge that our only true provision for sin is the atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ, no matter how serious our sin may be. Renew your commitment to obey the Lord, and offer Him your heart.
Reconciliation isn’t the end of the story. Our sin affects not only our relationship with the Lord but also our family and His Church.
The story does not end with reconciliation. When we sin, we sin against the Lord and His Church.
V. Prayer for God’s People
Psalm 51 ERV - 18God, please be good to Zion. Rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 19Then you can enjoy the kind of sacrifices you want. You will receive whole burnt offerings, and people will again offer bulls on your altar.
Up to this point, David has prayed for himself —for forgiveness, restoration, and the resolve to live in grateful obedience with a contrite heart. In verse 18, he turns to pray for God’s people. 
At first, this may seem like an unusual ending to a prayer of repentance. But David was the Lord’s king in Israel, responsible for the care and protection of God’s people. Our sin can affect the church, too, even if the impact is less direct.
Our sin can affect the church, too, even if the impact is less direct. When our sins hurt others, we should pray for them and, when appropriate, confess our wrongdoing to them. We can also use the pain and sorrow we’ve experienced to encourage others not to fall into the same trap. We can put a loving arm around them and warn them, “Don’t go down that road, I’ve been there and there is nothing for you down there.”
Even when a sin is private, we never truly sin in isolation. We are members of one body (Gal. 3:26). So we ask the Lord to undo the harm we’ve caused, preserve His people, establish His church, and bless its work.
David’s deep sorrow over his sin was matched by his confidence that the Lord delights in showing mercy to those who come to Him broken and contrite. 
When you feel overwhelmed by sorrow over your sin, pray for forgiveness and restoration.
Resolve to walk in new obedience, and pray for others so they won’t fall into the same sin. 
David did not fall into cheap grace where we pray “God fix this.” 
“God fix this” prayers are selfish prayers. Selfishness is what created the problem.
Instead he prayed “God fix me.” Let’s pray like David “God fix me. Create in ME a clean heart.”
Then rise from our knees and move forward, confident that the Lord has “put away [our] sin” (2 Sam. 12:13) and removed it “as far as the east is from the west” (Ps. 103:12).
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